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1. Be a Connector! These are some of the events you can reach out to and register to attend:
· Chamber of Commerce
· Civic Groups
· Entrepreneur clubs
· Business ‘meetups’
· Schools
· Libraries
· AARP
· Country clubs
· Small businesses
· Minority clubs
· Immigrant nationals clubs
· Tradeshows & expos
· Home & garden shows
· Industry events
· Industry associations
· Alumni events
2. Ensure you have business cards, marketing materials, and a pen.
3. Appearance: Clothes, hair & face, shoes, wallet or purse, eye glasses, pen, Accessories
4. Briefcase, umbrella, computer or tablet, phone, Vehicle
5. Dress professionally, as if you were going to an interview. First impressions matter.
6. Prepare your elevator pitch – This is a 30 to 60 introduction to people at your networking event – Remember some of these events are crowded so you need to be prepared to make an impact and meet the right people.
7. Make a list of the people you expect to be there and want to meet
8. Ask Questions! Ask thoughtful questions and actually listen to the answers.
9. Always shake hands – This increases the chance of having a positive interaction during the events, creates a connection.
10. Take notes – Have a plan to take copious notes and highlight the key points during every event.
11. Promote local efforts across social media.
12. Self-promotion without being obnoxious.
13. Take photos and video – share, share, share!
14. Latch onto local influencers.
15. Adopt a Highway – Get your name everywhere!



